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ID English Events
Adding Excitement to English Learning

by Raymond Harpster, ID Deputy Director
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The International Department at KCIS strives to provide our students with the
best learning possible. We also endeavor to promote highly engaging activities
to stimulate creativity and innovation, further develop collaboration skills, foster
team-building, and to ensure that learning also includes some fun.

Holiday Activities

To help students learn more about holidays celebrated around the world,
one of the highlights of the school year for the lower elementary is our Halloween
celebration. Grade 1 and 2 students eagerly anticipate the arrival of the day
where they can transform themselves into superheroes, video game characters,
princesses, book characters, and the ever-popular ghosts and ghouls. FETs and
CETs lead their English class full of excited students to go trick-or-treating around
the campus serenading their hosts with a rendition of their favorite Halloween song and dance. Some of the elementary school’s older
students practice their writing skills by crafting scary and spooky Halloween stories to share with the school. This year in English Village
in the afternoon recess time, the venue was turned into a face-painting wonderland where students could have their faces painted with
vibrant colors and patterns to finish out the day in just the right festive mood.

In junior high school, the International Program (IP) students have been putting all of their effort into diligently learning as
November rolls around. Students celebrate Thanksgiving with their friends, teachers, and special guests. Although students are
treated to a food-lovers delight of turkey, side dishes, and desserts galore, they also spend this quality time bonding with their peers
and teachers as they come together to celebrate. Each year, students take a moment to reflect on what they are thankful for, and
write notes of gratitude to teachers, family members, or others from our campus community. No matter how busy the life of a KC
student can be, there is always time to stop and show thanks.

Young and old are equally thrilled to welcome December and all of the myriad
S Kot ( . J= | activities that have been planned to help students feel holiday joy and a sense of
e R wonder. Each school day in the month has a special activity that has been planned,
from candy cane guessing, Santa’s basketball, and holiday movies in the bistro,
to the Christmas caroling of the grade 1 and 2 students. Although there are many
activities for students from every grade level, some of the most heartwarming
scenes of the month come as students from lower to upper elementary and
junior high gather for activities that unite them in true holiday fashion. For billions
of people around the world, Christmas is one of the most important holidays to
celebrate with family and friends. It's a time for people to come together and create
special memories in a time of hope and peace in a season to show others love,
care, and compassion.

English Village is also the place to be for students to learn more about
holidays celebrated around the world. For Halloween, a photo booth is set up for

students to show their most photogenic selves with friends. Easter egg painting is also a fun, popular tradition for students to practice
their artistic abilities. Mother’s Day brings students together to design and make heartfelt cards with loving messages for their moms.

Academic Competitions

As the school continues the quest to develop highly successful students and prepare them for life in the fast-paced 21st
century world, students are guided to prepare for and join the Interclass Competitions. All of the competitions come from the
English curriculum, showcasing the knowledge gained from the readings that have been developed into projects or performances.
Some grade levels pursue highly collaborative projects that help students focus on enhancing their team building skills, while
others build up the confidence of individuals or pairs to step into the spotlight. Even though it's a competition, these activities
prepare students to showcase their knowledge and talents, enhance their collaboration skills, boost encouragement and
camaraderie, and develop good stage presence. No matter the outcome, the students will have improved their English language
skills, enhanced their confidence, and hopefully had fun as they participate in the Interclass Competitions.

Junior high students are encouraged to participate in the annual Spelling Bee. Studying different word forms, definitions, word
families, parts of speech, and word associations benefits all aspects of their English studies. Students also gain greater practice
and proficiency in stage presence, public speaking, and participating in an academic challenge with their peers.

Though the rigors of learning at KCIS are

| | T—"“" high, and students are engaged in many different
| | Lo 2023

Developing academically strong students through
various and fun activities will help to ensure that
our students are building character and challenging
themselves to reach higher and further in the
pursuit of excellence.

P | &4 Mﬁsgmm classes, clubs, groups, and teams, we hope

| | 2 MWMSFMSM%D%%%M{S wwn . - | that the activities offered by the International

| | B é oy D e o e 08 | Department play an important role in shaping

| ,f s % the students to be the best leaders of tomorrow.
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One day, a child was born. She had long hair, red eyes, and fair skin. Her name was Mary. She was born in a small wooden house
and was taken care of by her grandma. Finally, one day Mary couldn’t help but ask her grandma, “Why do | have no parents? Where
are they?” Her grandma helplessly replied, “They are gone.” Mary cried bitterly. Mary’s grandma knew she shouldn’t tell her. Mary’s
tears were like bright red blood. From then on, she stayed in her room and never came out. If she had to go out, she would go out with a
grimace on her face. She always walked out with a red nose and red tears on her face. One day, Mary’s grandma also left, and she faced
reality. First, Mary went to test what kind of tribe she was. After the test, it turned out that she was a vampire, so she wanted to go to
vampire school! She made many friends in the vampire school. After college, Mary got married and gave birth to three little vampires. She
lived happily ever after.

E609 Olivia Yeh EZ

It was a quiet night when | lay on my bed. | remembered the school Halloween competition. The scenes stopped in my mind. |
couldn’t fall asleep. | heard the wind blowing over me. | felt scared.

It was a Halloween competition. Emma wore a costume with a ghost mask. She looked like a real ghost. Everyone was shocked
when she started walking toward the door. We screamed in fear. She scared us all away. We ran into the forest and hid. As the air grew
thin, | stopped running. In the deepest part of the forest, there was a small house. | walked toward the house. Suddenly, the house made
a “boom, boom” sound.

| stepped backward with my hands shaking. | heard a voice coming from the house. It was Emma, her mask /.A.J
off and covered with blood. She laughed. | took a peek inside the house. | found out she was our teacher. She
looked at me with a smile and said, Welcome to the haunted house!” | was shocked at the time. Then the teacher
washed her face and said, “Don’t tell everyone I'm the ghost! | plan to scare you all away.” | stayed calm and
replied, “OK!” After that night, | never told anyone what had happened.

When | thought about the terrifying event, | couldn’t sleep well. | stayed still waiting for the morning
to come. | sometimes dream of the teacher walking in the hallway and smiling at me. | knew | had to keep
my secret. Maybe others would find out, but | liked it. | felt special. My teacher had a secret for me. | had a
connection with my teacher. It was the best Halloween ever!
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