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A Reading Renaissance at KCIS Hsinchu
By Martin Keough, Elementary FET Curriculum Coordinator

As we wrap up the first semester, parents and students have both surely become familiar with a significant change that
we have made in the elementary language arts curriculum this year: the introduction of our Renaissance reading program. In
just nine short months, what began as a nascent idea has grown into an independent reading program for over one thousand
students across Grades 1 through 5, seeking to instill a love of reading in our students and a sense of responsibility for their own,
independent reading journeys. Teachers across all grades of the program have reported widespread enthusiasm for the new
reading platform, which bodes well for our plans to continue its expansion in the coming school years. From September through
November, we have recorded nearly 1.5 million pages read by our students since the program was introduced. This article briefly
explains the reasoning behind our new program, how its execution has looked for students, and what parents and students can
expect from the program in the future.

At its core, our reading program is founded on the notion that time spent reading is one of the best overall predictors of
academic success for a student, even helping to overcome such factors as low socioeconomic status, which may otherwise predict
lower academic performance. However, it is not simply time spent staring at pages that helps develop literacy in students; the
different elements of software that we are using for our new reading program are designed to work together to provide students
with texts that are within their zones of proximal development, or ZPD, a concept which indicates that a learner derives maximal
benefit from engaging with materials and activities within a range that meets their individual abilities, both to problem solve
independently, and, at the higher end of their ZPD, with assistance from peers and adults. With these foundational concepts in
mind, the guiding purpose of our reading program is first to determine what our students' ZPDs are, then to provide them with the
necessary opportunities and guidance to engage with texts at their levels.

How has this looked in practice? The implementation of the reading program has
been closely tied to the introduction of new technology resources in our elementary
classrooms. Beginning in September of this year, students in Grades 3 through 5
began completing their first Star Reading (SR) assessment, an adaptive reading test
that provides each of them with their own ZPD scores. In Grades 4 and 5, students
used their own Chromebook devices to complete the assessment, whereas Grade
3 students visit the computer lab for their reading program. Soon after the Grades
3 through 5 were up and running, Grade 1 and 2 students began to take their first
SR assessments on the new iPads in their FET Language Arts classrooms. After
completing the SR assessments, students connected their ZPDs to the myON Digital
Library platform, where they receive reading recommendations and can access texts
within their ZPD. Teachers then began organizing approximately forty minutes of independent and small-group reading time for
students during regularly scheduled language arts periods as well as strongly encouraging at-home reading using the myON
library.

The next step was the activation of Accelerated Reader (AR) quizzes within the
myON platform, which represented the final element of the reading program to be
introduced. After reading books from the school library or using myON, students can
earn AR points by taking reading practice quizzes linked directly through the myON
platform that check their comprehension of what they have read, providing teachers
additional data on student progress and accomplishment. Students have been
provided with individual AR point goals for the final term of this semester based on
their ZPD and are actively working towards the completion of those goals.

Looking towards the future, the reading program will continue to evolve as students
and teachers grow in familiarity with the software, and time allows us to introduce new
aspects. All Grade 1 through 5 students will soon take their second SR assessment,
which will allow us to connect students with texts based on updated ZPDs that reflect
the reading progress they have made over the last semester. This continual updating of ZPDs, and therefore reading
recommendations, will continue multiple times every year throughout the students’ careers at KCIS Hsinchu. Students will also
begin to use AR point goals as a simpler way to complete winter and summer break reading homework.

Though it has taken a lot of work from students and faculty alike to get where we are now, there is plenty of work remaining
to be done. As it is our first year with this new program, we are learning through doing, actively reflecting on how to improve our
practice throughout the year as we encounter new situations and find new solutions. Teachers are all quite excited to see their
students’ growth in data as they complete their second SR assessment of the year, and look forward to improving the program as
they learn more about their students’ reading habits. We thank all our students for working so hard with us to implement this new
reading program and parents for putting their trust in us for its implementation!




BHER FTR@ - January 2023 [ 0264
on o"s o"n 2" 0"n 0" 0" 0"n 0" " " "m0 " " 0" " " 0" " " e e " " e " " e e " e e

»o?:}.’“l\ i - @ q L } 0o
X x | ’ ‘ E601 Jenle Sher sr{” 44
¥}

il %7 COVID-19 was found in 2019 in Wuhan, China. This was a new virus that had not been found before. It would make you

sick, want to throw up, and always feel tired. COVID-19 has caused many changes to daily life in recent days.
Just like the previous year, the school life of students has been changed. Many places have announced the cancellation of exams, or
they have postponed the exam until an unknown time. We all know the pandemic effects. Life as a student has completely changed.
Everyone has been affected due to the impact of COVID-19. As a result, education has completely changed. For example, e-learning
and digital platforms are being used now. But without face-to-face interaction with the teachers and other students, there are many students
who feel lazy and do not really focus on lessons.

| think the most difficult thing for students is that they need to stay motivated during all periods. It is harder every day to stay patient.
But the good part for students is that online classes have helped them to study efficiently: internet classes save time, so students can do
more things and learn in new ways.

E606 Auston Fang 7572

COVID-19 is a disease that was caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. It was first discovered in Wuhan, China, and the first case was
reported on December 1st, 2019. This kind of disease was first caused by eating intermediate animals. For most people, this disease will
result in people coughing or having a fever. About 5 to 8 days later, you may have shortness of breath, known as dyspnea, and it might even
cause death.

The first impact on factory workers was their income being affected. This is because they didn’t want to risk getting COVID or working
at an unsafe workplace. Besides, many factories don’t have a good ventilation system. And even worse they might just have taken unpaid
leave. The second problem is that if they went to work they would not get enough sleep. This is because a lot of people got COVID or quit
because of the salary becoming lower and lower, so they can’t change shifts. Last but not least, some factories even shut down.

To stop incomes from getting lower, factory workers are required to be vaccinated before they want to come to work, and always wash
their hands with soap. In this way, people will think it's a safe place to work, and the workers will come back and work. But if the factory is
still doing badly, the bosses might increase the salary so the people will want to come. And to stop workers from not getting enough sleep,
the bosses will replace the worker with machines, so people can just look at the machines if something is wrong.

COVID-19 caused factory workers to lose their income, and if they still came to work they didn’t get enough rest. To solve these
problems, the factories’ bosses had to force them to get vaccinated and always wash their hands with soap. And to stop them getting no
rest, the bosses replaced people with machines so that the workers can just check on the machines if they have any problems. But if people
still don’t want to come, the bosses will increase the salary so more people will want this job.

E608 Nicholas Tai # @& X

In 2019, COVID-19 was reported to be discovered in Wuhan, and then COVID-19 began to spread all over the world. Most people that
get COVID-19 will have a fever, breathing problems, muscular aches, and partial loss of smell and taste. To prevent ourselves from getting
COVID-19, our lives have had to change a lot, especially doctors.

The first problem is that doctors have less rest time. People that get COVID-19 can be damaged or hurt a lot. They need better
healthcare, so they don't want to go to small clinics, but instead go to big hospitals. The effect has been that the hospitals are busier than
before. Plus, in a big change from before, doctors also now need to take care of online patients. These factors mean doctors have become
busier and busier. A second problem is that, if they don't have enough time to rest, their immunity to disease can decrease. Also, they spend
a lot of time taking care of sick people, so they have a higher exposure and therefore risk of getting COVID-19.

In order to let doctors have more rest time, the government encourages people who get COVID to use online technology to see
doctors in clinics. In this way, the doctors won’t be so tired, and they will have more time to spend with their families. Second, for the
purpose of improving doctors’ immunization to COVID-19, the government gives doctors the priority of vaccination so they can work safer in
the hospitals.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, doctors have had less rest time and their immunity has decreased. In order to solve the problems, the
doctors’ lives have had to change. For example, patients use online technology to see doctors in the clinics, and doctors have the priority of
vaccination. Nowadays, people’s lives have changed, but not just your life has changed a lot, doctors’ lives have changed a lot too. In the
COVID times, they are always saving people’s lives. We must give a lot of thanks to them. It's because of them that we can have a better
world.

E609 Amber Wen BE=3E

The COVID-19 pandemic has been caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The first person that got COVID-19 was in China in November
2019. Four hundred thousand people got COVID-19 in a year and lots of people died by COVID-19. Also, lots of social groups in Taiwan
have been affected by COVID-19, like restaurant owners.

There are many problems that were caused by the pandemic for restaurant owners. There were fewer customers because they thought
if they went out to eat, they would get COVID-19 easily. If there are fewer customers, restaurant owners get less money. They might close
their restaurant because of not having enough money to pay for the food, rent etc. Restaurant owners have had fewer customers that go to
their restaurants because the customers want to eat at home. So they choose to order food online and eat at home.

Some restaurant owners have done something to fix these problems. They have worked with online food delivery companies or
delivered the food by themselves to the customers to fix the problem of fewer customers. Online food delivery is a safer and simpler option
for the customers, so they buy food online. Restaurants can earn money through online food orders from the customers, and that solves the
problem of fewer customers and less income. If they have more online food orders, the restaurant has to deliver the food faster because the
customers need to wait for the food to be delivered by the people that deliver the food. The restaurant owners need to hire more employees
and buy more ingredients to cook because the customers might order a lot of food at a time, or there may be more customers who order at
the same time.

It is reported that some of the restaurant owners have had fewer customers and less income, but more online orders because of
COVD-19. They need to work with online food delivery companies or deliver the food themselves to fix the problem of fewer customers and
less income. Also, they need to hire more employees and buy more food to fix the problem of more online food orders or more customers
that use food delivery services.
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