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READING THAT MATTERS

Library Timeat KCIS Mr. Crauser Chang

I read. I dream. I reflect.

“I cannot live without books,” Thomas Jefferson once said. But | would add to this and say, “We cannot grow and thrive without books.”

In the various kinds of curriculum designs, cultivating students’ interest and ability in reading plays an essential part in their learning. The
library reading lesson is what students always look forward to.

In library time, students are immersed in an atmosphere of reading. Teachers and students read together. We all experience every single
intense moment; we laugh, we moan, and we go through the highs and lows with each other.

Reading is one of the best ways of learning, and also of sharing. Students share what they
think about, feel, and experience through the books with all the other students in their morning
assembly. When they are on the stage, they are the stars.

The world is changing. Learning in the classroom doesn’t provide all of the essential
knowledge for students. They now have to learn many things by themselves. Luckily, our
students are already on the way. They will keep reading and getting ready for their bright
futures.

RAZ Readers

M:s. Justine Ives
WHY?
We decided the students needed supplementary reading materials as not all the students had access to English books at home.
HOW?

HOW? Kids access their leveled text through an interactive learning portal designed to keep them motivated and
engaged. Every eBook is available in online and mobile formats, and allows students to listen to, read at their own
pace, and record themselves reading. Students then take a corresponding e-Quiz complete with an extended answer
response to test comprehension and determine future instruction needs.
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BENEFITS:
» 24/7 Accessibility- Students are able to access their readers at all times and from all places where they have internet access.
+ Leveled Resources — Students read texts commensurate with their ability.
 Interactive Tools — The readers include a variety of “tools” that the students use for fun and as incentives.
» Digital Reporting — Teachers have access to a range of reports which are useful for support and remedial work.

* ELL Options — Teachers are able to assign readers to meet specific needs that their students may have.

-»
f You have 8 out 0f S right answers.

Achieve3000

This year at KCIS we introduced Achieve3000 in our elementary department, a cutting-edge program designed to enhance our students’
reading comprehension abilities. We taught this program to our mainstream students in grades 5 and 6, and it was extremely successful.
What | like most about the program is the variety of topics that are available to catch each student’s particular interest. For example, if one of
my students is most interested in astronomy, there are many different articles about the universe, the solar system or different planets for him
or her to choose from. This is very beneficial because it captures the individual student’s attention and increases focus and concentration.
Furthermore, the questions that follow the articles are designed to develop various comprehension skills, such as discerning cause and effect,
fact and opinion, or drawing conclusions and many other important reading skills.

Mr. Aaron Shantz

Another feature of the program that is really illuminating is the way that it uses statistical analyses to track the individual student’s
progress. Each student began the semester by taking a “Level Set Test”, which is a test that measures the student’s ability before he or she
begins to do any work with the program. As the student interacts with the program by doing the readings and answering the questions, the
program will track what skills the student is improving on, what skills do they need to improve on, as well as how they improving overall. This
data is available to the teacher, and we are able to take a look at certain skills that need some work and assign articles based on those skills.
For example, if we see that many students in the class are struggling with the differences between fact and opinion, we are able to search the
article database for material that emphasizes that skill and assign it to the class.

The overall progress that a particular student shows is measured in something called their “Lexile
Level”, and it is displayed in the “Career Center’ section of the website. The Lexile Level is measure
of overall improvement that is based on how the student does on his or her reading comprehension
questions on each article. If the student does very well on those questions, the Lexile Level will increase
and the articles and questions will gradually become more challenging. Conversely, if the program
detects that the student is having a lot of problems with their current Lexile Level, it will adjust to a lower
level to make the articles and questions more appropriate to the student’s level. You can track your child’s
Lexile Level progress in the aforementioned “Career Center” section of the website, on which there is a
graph showing the child’s predicted performance versus their actual performance. So far we have mostly
seen vast improvements from our students as they gain more experience with the program. Overall, the
program has been a great addition to our toolkit for maintaining the excellence for which Kang Chiao
students are known.
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