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KCIS Hsinchu Campus annually hosts a series of “Open Days,“ the first of which took place on
April 28, 2017. During each event, parents were invited to come to the school as our guests. The typical
program began with a short welcoming address followed by an overview of the activities. Parents then
dispersed to various classrooms where the teachers introduced them to the Kang Chiao philosophy
and process of developing projects and assignments. Parents enjoyed seeing the students in action,
especially when they shared their work with their parents.

The first Open Day of this year was hosted by the grade six classes on April 28th. This exhibition
is based on the expository fiction text, Goodbye to the Moon, featured in the students’ text books. In
this story, a boy, who was born on the moon, visited Earth for the first Time. Having read the story, the
students chose a country to research and then proceeded to write a travel journal followed by a compare
and contrast essay. Finally, the students created various travel agency booths, each one featuring a unique destination and each one aimed at convincing a
visitor to sign up for that particular destination. At the end of the day, we had fun seeing which booth attracted the most visitors!

The Open Day for grade two was scheduled for May 11, 2017 and featured work extended from an expository text, Life Cycle of a Pumpkin. The
students learned about a life cycle that spans about 16 weeks, starting from a seed and ending with an orange pumpkin. The purpose of this project is for
students to appreciate that plants also go through life cycles, not just animals. In this project the students learned to differentiate between facts and opinions,
as well as writing descriptive phrases in a fun and creative way.

In addition, the students explored birthday cultures around the world. By comparing and contrasting the ways people celebrate birthdays in certain
countries, they began to appreciate cultural differences.

The Open Day for Grade One followed soon after, on May 12th.The students presented work extended from the nonfiction text, I'm a Caterpillar. During
the reading of this story, the students became familiar with the life cycle of a butterfly. The students used this information and applied it to the life cycle of a
frog. The students produced descriptive sentences about each stage of the life cycle and were able to sequence the stages correctly. Through reading the
story The Ugly Duckling, they also learned about the uniqueness of children. Students used photos of themselves to make “All About Me” posters to share
their own abilities and talents with each other. In this way they came to a better understanding of our diversity.

The fourth graders did their best to persuade their parents to sign up
for an extreme job. This is based on a story, Smokejumpers, from their
text books. The students had to write a persuasive advertisement with the
purpose of convincing their audience to choose a specific job as their first
choice. Having explored extreme jobs, they moved on to the discovery
of the unique traits and habits of some mysterious animals. They then
created their own incredible creatures and started writing fantasy stories
about them. The students not only practiced their writing skills, but also
had to be very creative and imaginative in describing their creatures.
Their persuasive advertisements and fantasy stories were presented on
the morning of May 19, 2017.

Students in Grade Three presented their project from the Expository text, Hottest, Coldest, Highest, and Deepest, on June 1st. The students discussed
landmarks, exciting events, breathtaking scenic spots, and fun facts about many countries. The students then compiled their own travel brochures and
did presentations on what they learned about their country of choice. They tried to persuade their audience to visit their country by providing exciting and
convincing reasons that it is the best place to visit. They also had an opportunity to appreciate Robert Kausal’s love and passion for marbles in his article
“Marvelous Marble Mania.” Keeping this article in mind, the students were asked to design shops of their own based on their interests and hobbies and to
generate ideas for stock to sell. They learned what eye-catching advertisements are like, and brainstormed ideas for shop decorations, services provided,
and promotional events for their own products.

The fifth graders entertained their parents on May 23, 2017. Their work is based on the amazing story Weslandia by Paul Fleischman. This is a very
entertaining story and formed an ideal platform from which the students could create their own imaginative picture book stories for young readers. Some
challenges the students had to overcome were to write at an appropriate level for young readers and to make the story come alive with corresponding
illustrations.

Grade 7 students have been hard at work for their Open Day Presentations since the beginning of the semester. The middle school presentations are
different from the elementary in that the students were reading an entire novel instead of one short story. The students have been busy with characters,
setting, and plot work throughout the novel, as well as working on vocabulary and comprehension. Once the novel was finished, students had different
activities that they chose from to complete for an overall project grade. Written activities included adding a new chapter of what happens next, essays on
character development or the importance of setting, or what the novel is teaching us through themes and symbolism. Artistic activities might be Timelines,
3-D maps of the novel’s setting, drawings or paintings of key events, or picture books of characters and descriptions. An important part of the project grade is
a collaborative section. Depending on the class, this could be interviewing characters, performing important chapters in a skit, or giving presentations about
real people or places tied to the novel. Each section of grade 7 had a different novel, and our guests enjoyed the many exciting projects and performances!

Our Open Day Series exceeded all expectations and we are indeed thrilled by the quality of the work our students produced. We wish to thank our
parents for their support, our administrators for their input, our principal for her leadership and finally our students and teachers for their enthusiasm and
effort.
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INTERCLASS COMPETITION

[ |
MR. PETER WOLF COORDINATOR OF FET INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT

To diversify the English curriculum, the International Department organizes a series of Interclass Competitions each year to foster students’ English
abilities and to encourage students to express their thoughts and ideas in English. Our aim is to provide our students with a fun and competitive environment,
where they can express themselves in a supportive and friendly setting. An added bonus is the fact that the students can involve family and friends in
preparing for these events.

With these competitions, students are provided with the opportunity to decide on a topic and then develop this topic
either individually or as a team. Stage performance is another essential skill which the students learn when they express
themselves in front of an audience.

During this academic year, the students participated in the following competitions:

Grade 1-2: Singing Competition
Grade 3-4: Dramatic Reading Competition
Grade 5: Demonstration Competition

Grade 6: Advertisement Competition

Curriculum Connection

The grade one and two singing competition connects nicely with their reading, such as Ox Helps, Get the Egg!, Bremen Town Musicians and Tara and
Tiree. These readings are about helping each other to solve problems and working together to achieve goals. With this singing competition, students are
provided with the opportunity to decide on a song and then practice singing the song with movements, either independently or as a team.

The grade three and four students are allowed to choose a selection from their English text books. With different genres and a variety of text types,
students are able to improve their literacy skills such as phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension when they read their stories aloud. Students also have an
opportunity to practice their intonation, pronunciation, fluency, and expression with different types of genres.

The grade five students entertain us with a “how to” demonstration competition. This “how to” competition is directly connected with the grade five
Reading Street story, The Fabulous Perpetual Motion Machine. This is a play about a couple of kids who create a machine that runs on its own power. In this
play, they go into detail about how the machine works, which is where we start with our competition. The students chose amazing topics ranging from riding
a Segway to making fashionable hairclips to making ice-cream from milk in a plastic bag!

The grade six students participate in an advertisement competition which connects to our curriculum in several ways. First of all, the students advertise
a place anywhere in the world that they have traveled to. At the same Time, they read the story Good-bye to the Moon by Monica Hughes. In this story, a
boy used futuristic technology to plan a trip all around the world. Our students can use this story as inspiration, and be creative to make their advertisements
unique. The students can also use their first writing assignment after the winter break which is a journal entry about a place they visited during their break.
The students can choose to advertise the very same destinations they wrote about.

The focus of our Interclass Competitions is not about winning, but on the process of working together, sharing, having fun, and acquiring important
social skills.
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