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RaiSing Awareness through writing: Cindy Lin, Elementary CET
Conserving Endangered/ Animals; in Taiwan

In the fourth grade, the assignment “Guardians of Taiwan’s Wildlife” was designed to guide students
through a meaningful exploration of endangered animals in Taiwan. It helped our students understand
the threats these animals face and encouraged them to think about how to take action. The main goal
was for students to compose an expository text explaining the reasons for endangerment and ways to
conserve endangered animals. The assignment also aimed to raise awareness about the importance of
Taiwan’s biodiversity and to encourage readers to take personal responsibility for protecting wildlife.

The process began with a guiding question: What can we do to help
conserve endangered animals? This question sparked curiosity and
discussion. Students first talked about why conservation is important
and what might happen if certain species disappeared. Through these
conversations, they identified key causes of endangerment, such as
habitat loss, pollution, illegal hunting, and climate change.

Next, students conducted research on existing conservation efforts.
They explored how the government, organizations, and individuals are
working to protect endangered species. This helped them understand the
roles people can play, such as creating protected areas, reducing plastic
use, and spreading awareness. Students also learned how these efforts
support the survival and recovery of animals.

After gathering their findings, students organized the information into clear categories, such as causes, solutions,
and conservation roles. They also brainstormed personal actions they could take to help protect wildlife, like joining a
clean-up event or educating others about endangered animals.

Finally, students composed an expository text that brought all their learning together. In their writing, they
introduced the topic, explained the reasons for endangerment, described real conservation efforts, and offered
suggestions for how individuals can help.

This assignment not only built students’ research and writing skills, but also helped them see themselves as
active participants in protecting the environment. Through this process, they developed a stronger appreciation for
Taiwan’s biodiversity and a clearer understanding of how everyday actions can contribute to conservation.

The Horseshoe Crah Conservation Project:
Empowering Students; at; Kang| Chiao) Internationall School -
Hsinchu|Campus;to) SupportiTaiwan:s; Environmental Sustainability

Nikko Madriaga, Junior High School Science Teacher

The Horseshoe Crab Conservation Project at Kang Chiao International School - Hsinchu Campus empowers
students to actively contribute to Taiwan’s environmental sustainability, aligning with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030. These goals, particularly SDG 3: Health and Well-Being, SDG 14: Life Below
Water, and SDG 15: Life on Land, are supported through the conservation of the endangered Limulus horseshoe crab
(Tachypleus tridentatus).

Under the guidance of Dr. Sheila Sistrunk and myself, students gain hands-on experience while collaborating with
iOcean of the National Museum of Marine Science and Technology in Keelung. Their main responsibility is to help
increase the horseshoe crab population, a species critical to the health of marine and terrestrial ecosystems.

The project involves caring for horseshoe crab eggs and newly hatched crabs,
monitoring their growth until they can be released into the ocean. Students develop
essential scientific skills in marine husbandry, including organism counting, feeding, data
collection, and water quality management. They also develop the ability to effectively
communicate the significance of conservation to their community, as demonstrated
through presentations by junior high students to elementary students.

A significant milestone in the project occurred on April 12th, when teachers, along
with students and their parents, traveled to Tainan City to release the horseshoe crabs
back into their natural marine habitat. This event marked the culmination of months of
work and highlighted the students' efforts to contribute to the survival of the species.

Through this initiative, students not only deepen their scientific knowledge but also
build environmental awareness and leadership skills. By helping conserve a species
that has existed for millions of years, they are playing a vital role in preserving Taiwan’s
coastal ecosystem, benefiting both marine life and human populations.

The project encourages students to critically engage with global sustainability challenges, demonstrating that
even small actions can have a significant impact on the planet’s future. Their contributions will leave a lasting effect
on Taiwan’s biodiversity, helping to ensure a healthier environment for generations to come.

To learn more about this project, please visit our student-made Google site: https://sites.google.com/kcis.hc.edu.
tw/limulusconservationproject-kci/home
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.= Guardians of Taiwan’s Wildlife

E410 Olivia ChenfEla=

There are many animals that are endangered, and the
Eurasian otter is one of them. There are only a few of them
in Taiwan. Now, we need to start protecting them, or they will
become extinct soon, and people in the future won’'t know that
these animals once lived in Taiwan.

The main reason for the decline of the Eurasian otter
is pollution. The causes include people putting gas into the
water. Also, people burn trees and trash, which pollutes the
air. Taiwan’s Wildlife Conservation Act, the Forestry Bureau,
and local government groups help check water quality in
otter habitats to make sure the water stays clean. Otherwise,
pollution can destroy their habitats, make it harder to find food,
and lead to health problems like diseases.

The Eurasian otter is important to protect, so let’s start
now! First, we can pick up trash in the river. This action helps
keep the water clean. Second, don’t barbecue beside the
river, as this can cause air pollution. Third, we can make
posters in protected areas to remind people not to harm
endangered animals. Finally, we can plant more trees to help
the environment. Together, let’s protect them in a safe way!

E406 Cathy Yuan = X%

Formosan sambar is one of the most endangered animals.
Everyone needs to help them! It is important because we can’t just
let people and animals die. Next, if it is gone, the eagle system will
also be destroyed. We won’t have any food to eat. Animals can give
food to us, animals can help our earth to be more natural. The most
important thing is that we need to protect it. They also hate hunters
and humans. If they don’t hate you, you need to help them!

The Formosan sambar is losing because hunters want to hunt
them. They want to hunt the antlers to get money. Another reason
is that many people are building houses, so they cannot live in their
habitat. But there are also some people protecting Formosan sambar,
like the wildlife conservationists. They make many flags to prevent
the Formosan sambar from being hunted by hunters. There is also a
woman who saw an injured Formosan sambar, then she called the
zoo to help take care of the Formosan sambair.

If we want to protect Formosan sambar, we can go to the zoo
as a volunteer. Next, we can use recycled paper to make a flag and
go outside to tell others to donate money for the Formosan sambar.
In addition, we can also just use less paper so the trees won’t be
destroyed. As you can see, there are so many people protecting the
Formosan sambar. There are also so many ways that a fourth-grade
student can protect it. So, Formosan sambar is very important, and |
hope everyone can protect it.

E406 Darren Chen [R3Eh

It is everyone's responsibility to protect the Taiwan magpie and the other endangered animals. That's because if we don’t protect
them, we are not protecting ourselves either. If the Taiwan magpies or one of the other endangered animals go extinct, there will not be a
balance, and this will affect the food chain. There will be less food. If that happens, people will die because of starvation.

Taiwan magpies are in big danger. There are two reasons why Taiwan magpies are endangered. One of the reasons is the loss

of their habitat. We need trees and wood to build our homes, furniture, and paper, so we cut down trees. But the trees are the Taiwan
magpie’s habitat, and that is why they lose their habitat. The other reason is that they get hunted down and poached by hunters. It's a
big problem for them because they look beautiful, so hunters think the Taiwan magpies are worth something, and they want to sell them.
Thankfully, there are kind groups that are helping them. The Ministry of Agriculture announced that the Taiwanese blue magpie is a level
3 protected wild animal. If the magpie's nest and chicks are attacked or removed, it may counter the “Wildlife Conservation Act.” If the
magpie is attacked, they need to give money, so hunters will be scared and not do it, and the Taiwan magpies will be saved. Taiwan
magpies are also protected by the Council of Agriculture. Taiwan magpies must not be hunted, interfered with, raised, or bred, or they
need to pay money too.
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Dolphin Class Karen

REBBEZRMARZRZZTIERR el
BEATRABZAGERIA  UREKME | §RS% by
REMERAERE2EPRBEMNES HE | SIS Tt
# o REMNSHEEARE  RRMHB LS | BT
ENXTFERE - BN FERAELARE
LREREE > BRTEAREEFENRETRENE - B
HAATERKRA B HEET T |

Rabbit Class Yen

EEHNAZEEEYIEFNER - K
HATERRNAELHE - HREREAM
RAaRKREHNGESRBEREEMNE
o AR Y —EBRERE > BEILXK
FERENET - ZTPRAKRRBIER
AIZNRBE  ZREAERME  2TIER -
BARBSRRIXT  HERRBELE
EEAEZRTMNAREASEBRE -

Bl #F N8BS
T AT N BER
KANG CHIOINTERNATIONALSCHooL 2 17 B+ FRABEIFREER - 31T B

S 3 =] PR B2 455 REES G5 R&K  REE  BRS
\ VYV 4 J’-Q«#ﬁ ) = *)Z BYE - BRS EES
@R E M

2N 52 E E RS ZIEM
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Penguin Class
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